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U.S. – 2013 VGP permit requirements 

 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulates discharges incidental to the normal operation of 
commercial vessels greater than 79 feet in length, and operating as a means of transportation, primarily through the 
Vessel General Permit (VGP). The first VGP was issued in 2008 and remains in force until 19 December 2013.1 On 
28 March 2013, the EPA re-issued the VGP for another five years.  
 
The 2013 VGP is a new, separate permit from the 2008 VGP and vessels that submitted a notice of intent (NOI) for 
coverage under the 2008 VGP are not automatically covered under the 2013 VGP. Members and clients with vessels 
calling ports in the U.S. should therefore note that: 
 

• Vessels greater than or equal to 300 gross tonnes or with a ballast water capacity greater than 8 cubic 
metres must complete and submit an NOI using EPA’s electronic system (eNOI) no later than seven days 
prior to a discharge into U.S. waters subject to the permit. Paper NOIs must be submitted at least 30 days 
prior to a discharge. Paper NOIs will, however, only be accepted where the EPA has granted a waiver from 
the electronic system. 
 
Shipowners and operators with vessels covered under the 2008 VGP and wishing to continue coverage 
under the 2013 VGP without interruption must therefore submit the NOI before 12 December 2013 (before 
19 November 2013 for paper NOIs).  
 

• Vessels less than 300 gross tonnes or with a ballast water capacity less than or equal to 8 cubic metres are 
not required to submit an NOI but must complete a Permit Authorization and Record of Inspection (PARI) 
form and keep a copy of that form on board the vessel at all times.  

 
For further details concerning access to and applicability and use of the eNOI system, see EPA's eNOI web page: 
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/vessels/vesselsenoi.cfm. 
 
 
Notable differences between the 2013 VGP and the 2008 VGP  
The 2013 VGP continues to regulate the 26 specific discharge categories covered by the original 2008 VGP and 
although most of the discharge requirements have reportedly not changed, the following changes have been 
highlighted by the EPA as being of particular importance to ship owners and operators:  
 

• More stringent effluent limits for oil to sea interfaces. 
 

• Exhaust gas scrubber wash water discharge standards.  
 

• Numeric discharge standards for ballast water, generally aligned with the 2012 U.S. ballast water discharge 
standards cited in Rules 33 CFR Part 151.2 
 

• Additional environmental protection requirements for certain vessels, e.g., vessels entering the Great Lakes 
and considered to be high-risk should implement additional measures to reduce the likelihood of introducing 
new invasive species to these waters.  
 

• Improved efficiency of several of the VGP’s administrative requirements, e.g., allowing electronic 
recordkeeping and requiring an annual report in lieu of the one-time report and annual non-compliance 
report. 

 
To become familiar with the final 2013 VGP and details of all the changes introduced, see EPA’s VGP web page: 
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/vessels/vgpermit.cfm.  

 
1 For information concerning the 2008 VGP, please refer to Gard News (GN) Articles "The Enforcers  - US Coast Guard to prepare to 
monitor the Vessel General Permit program” in GN 199 and “US Vessel General Permit – The case of the reluctant regulator” in GN 194 as 
well as to Gard Member Circulars 9/2008 and 10/2008. 
 

2 Please refer to Gard Alert “New ballast water discharge standards in U.S. waters” dated March 2012 
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